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Fighting
crime
from the
frontline
Readers gain insight how
police provide answers Former homicide detective Charlie Bezzina now leads a less dangerous life. Picture: MICHELLE KELCEY N18BM403

Book review | Andre Awadalla

GANGLAND killings, high profile
murders and suspicious deaths –
former homicide detective Charlie
Bezzina has investigated them all.

And now, with the publication of
his new book The Job–Fighting
Crime from the Frontline, readers
can gain an insight into how police
strive to solve crime and provide
answers for the victims’ families.

Sunshine resident Bezzina, who
spent 37 years on the force includ-
ing 17 years in the homicide squad
and now runs his own handyman
business, said the main purpose of
the book was to show the commu-
nity the reality of a murder investi-
gation.

‘‘I find the community are . . .
very believing of what they see on
TV,’’ Bezzina said

‘‘So this gives them an insight
(into) the frustrations, the upsets
you do have during an investi-
gation and the stresses the police
are basically under.’’

Bezzina, who worked on many
high-profile investigations includ-
ing the killing of Melbourne
g a n g l a n d f i g u r e A l p h o n s e
Gangitano and the death of former
Test cricketer David Hookes said
one of his most memorable cases
was the ‘‘Frankston serial killer’’
Paul Charles Denyer.

‘‘We worked on it (the investi-
gation) for so long,’’ Bezzina said.

‘‘But you’re pulling out all stops

and the great relief when he made
(his) admission . . . was absolutely
outstanding.’’

But Bezzina said he still got ‘‘the
same satisfaction’’ out of any of the

investigations he did when he was
able to make an arrest for the vic-
tim’s family.

‘‘You’re the one they look to for
answers,’’ Bezzina said.

Born and raised in Melbourne’s
West, Bezzina said that as well as
working as an investigator with
internal investigations, the drug
squad and the homicide squad, he
had spent a large part of his career
at police stations in the western
suburbs – from Bacchus Marsh to
Altona North and every station in
between.

‘‘I loved working in the western
suburbs because the people are so
down to earth,’’ he said.

‘‘There’s no airs or graces.’’
And Bezzina said he was still

proud of the area and enjoyed liv-
ing there.

‘‘You get a bit despondent when
other people have got this percep-
tion of what the western suburbs
are like and it’s an erroneous per-
ception,’’ he said.

The Job–Fighting Crime From the
Frontline by Charlie Bezzina with
Ben Collins, Slattery Media Group.

Bezzina will be speaking about
his book with investigative
journalist and radio host Rochelle
Jackson at the Granary Cafe, 2
Devonshire Rd, Sunshine, on
Wednesday, November 17 from
6.30pm-8pm. Tickets are $25 and in-
clude a copy of The Job, finger food
and a glass on arrival. To book call
9627 2686.

This gives them an insight
(into) the frustrations, the
upsets you do have during
an investigation and the
stresses the police are

basically under.

FORMER HOMICIDE
DETECTIVE TURNED AUTHOR

CHARLIE BEZZINA

For Christmas bookings, contact functions on 03 8746 0634 or christmas@tabcorppark.com.au 
2 Ferris Rd, Melton South, Vic 3338, P 03 8746 0600, www.tabcorppark.com.au

The Best Kept Secret
Unlock a New Experience

Visit

www.tabcorppark.com.au 
to f ind out more

Unlock a New Christmas Dining Experience

Harness Racing Packages

Unlock a new experience in Christmas Celebrations at Tabcorp Park, 
Harness Racing Victoria’s newest entertainment complex. From just 
$80 a head, take the stress out of your Christmas or New Year’s 
Eve dining for an all-inclusive package that offers great food, 
entertainment and harness racing!

With functions from alluring three-course sit down dinners to 
unforgettable stand-up cocktail events, you’ll find your perfect 
function at Tabcorp Park. Unlock superb celebrations with colleagues, 
friends or relatives this Christmas by holding your festivities at 
Tabcorp Park, Melton. 

TOOLERN ROOM

(FIRST FLOOR)

Available Friday nights until Christmas

$80pp - $72pp
VHRSC members discount

Impress your guests whilst 
overlooking action packed racing 
from level one. 
Enjoy a superb three-course meal 
with beer, wine, champagne and 
soft drink.

PRIVATE 

FUNCTION SUITES

Available Friday & Saturday Nights 
until Christmas

From $90pp Minimum 20 guests,
Maximum 40 guests

Regarded as the best seats at 
Tabcorp Park, you’ll enjoy your own 
spacious sanctuary. Includes a 
three-course meal, or substantial 
finger food and drinks package. 

SEW-Eurodrive

VICTORIA CUP

Saturday Night, December 18

$125pp Toolern Dining Room
$100pp Home Bend Marquee

Combine a special night of top-
shelf racing with your company’s 
Christmas Function and soak up the 
atmosphere in the Toolern Room. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE

EXTRAVAGANZA

Friday Night, December 31

$95 for three-course meal and bistro
$90 for buffet.

Celebrate the start of 2011 by 
joining us in the Toolern Room for a 
New Year’s Eve extravaganza.
Enjoy live entertainment and racing 
action to usher in the new year.


