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For 37 years Charlie Bezzina worked tirelessly to solve some of the state’s most

Keith Moor

ORMER Det Sen-Sgt

Charlie Bezzina was

one of Victoria’s most

successful and
longest-serving homicide
squad detectives.

He was moved out of the squad
against his will in May 2008 as a
result of a police command de-
cision to rotate inspectors and
senior sergeants to other areas of
the force. ;

Mr Bezzina said ke believed the
real reason police command, led
by the now_ Chief Commissioner
Simon Overland, wanted to move
him and other long-serving homi-
cide squad detectives was to dis-
tanee the crime department from
the old-school style of policing he
and the other veterans of the
homicide squad represented.

“I got the impression Overland,
who was responsible directly for
major crime, felt we had too much
power,” Mr Bezzina said.

He said he and four other experi-
enced homicide squad detective
senior-sergeants were ordered to
appear before a Victoria Police
board of management and each
was asked “can you give us any
personal or professional reason
why you should not be moved”.

Mr Bezzina said he spent the
next 35 minutes fighting for his
career and his way of life.

“I don’t want to be moved. I'm
a homicide squad specialist.
Why can’t I stay here?” he asked
the board.

The board did decide to shift
him out of homicide and it was
dissatisfaction over that decision
that prompted Mr Bezzina fo
resign in November last year.

Only one of the five homicide
detective senior-sergeants inter-
viewed by the board in 2008 is still
in the squad.

Mr Bezzina, a
3T7-year Victoria

Police veteran, in- - ™
vestigated some of T!lll J"B
Victoria's most L

high-profile mur- FIGHTING CRIME FRUM THE FRONTLINE

ders during his 17
years in the homi- | ‘im 3
cide squad. ]

His new book, The
Job — Fighting
Crime From the In-
side, which is being
published next
month by the Slat-
tery Media Group,
provides a faseinat-
ing account of many
of the crimes that
shocked Victorians.
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shocking crimes. His new book reveals the heartbreak and hardships:

THE 1998 MURDER
OF GARY SILK AND
RODNEY MILLER

“The gravity of the crime hit home when | later
saw Sgt Silk’s body at the Coroner's Court.”
Mr Bezzina said.

‘As hardened as | was, | couldn’ bring myself to
watch the post mortem because it was like
a family member — a brother-in-law —
was lying dead'on the table in front
of me. It actually strengthened my
resolve to catch the moengrels who
committed such atrocities.”
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Killed: Rodney Miller
and Gary Silk (left)

THE SOCIETY MURDERS

Millionaire socialite Margaret Wales-King, 68,
and her husband Paul King, 74, were murdered
| by their son Matthew (left) in 2002. Matthew'’s
wife Maritza faced lesser charges over the
deaths.
| “We were contacted by Maritza’s lawyer,
| Philip Dunn, QC. Phil asked us if we could
| guarantee a non-custodial sentence if Maritza
were to provide certain information,” Mr Bezzina
said.
| “We didn’t need Maritza's evidence to convict
Matthew anyway, and at the very least we had
her stone cold for giving a false statement
about events on the night of the double murder.
| "We came to an agreement whereby she
, made another statement, which further
implicated Matthew, in exchange for a lesser
charge of attempting to pervert the course of
justice by making a false statement.
“Matthew pleaded guilty and received 20
years’ jail for each count of murder. Maritza
also pleaded guilty and received a two-year
suspended sentence.”

JASON MORAN

“Moran was prone to impulsive acts of
violence, which some attributed to a brain

. injury he suffered some years earlier when
! Gangitano smashed a car windscreen with
an iron bar and accidentally struck Moran.

- i3 ¢ . inthe head,” Mr Bezzina said.
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\\ ‘As we walked along the footpath on
.. the other side of the street, Jason
wandered outside and yelled out
to us ‘hey, Mr Bezzina, I'm over
here. You don'’t still think |
killed Alphonse, do you?’

Uason, | said, not onl

do we think you killed
him, but we're going
to prove it.”

criminals instead.”
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