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Randwick’s rise is ticket to shine

The Form

Sky Racing Star Stable starts tomorrow! Register now at starstable.com.au

TAB

THE Form is now the world's best, most

comprehensive newspaper racing guide.

Get it free only with a

copy of The Sydney
Morning Herald, the
lllawarra Mercury or the
Newcastle Herald at the

news stands.

HOME DELIVERIES
If you get the paper
home delivered just call

1300 888 672 and we'll
deliver it for free so you don't miss an

issue.

Also you can email:
~ theformdelivery@fairfax.com.au
The Form. Free.

The colulhns

Max Presnell ........

Race focus

Harness racing

Bloodlines .............

GREYHOUNGS HEtn s e
Saturday’s racing

B NSW Provincial (Newcastlg) ....... Page 4
B Sydney (Randwick) .......cccemceumsennse Page 5
# Adelaide (Morphettville) ........... Page 22

B Perth (Belmont)

B Queensland (Eagle Farm) .......... Page 32

B Melbourne (Bairnsdale) ........... Page 33
Friday's racing

B Day/Night meetings ......... Pages 15-21
Sunday’s racing

B Melbourne (Flemington) ........ Page 11

Coming up

Saturday’s group and listed races
Randwick: Group 1: Epsom Handicap, The
Metropolitan, Spring Champion Stakes,

Flight Stakes. Group 2: The Shorts, Roman

Consul Stakes. Group 3: Craven Plate.
Listed: Gimcrack Stakes, NSW Breeders
Plate, Angst Stakes.

Belmont: Listed: Birthday Stakes.
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Agent 99... Gai
Waterhouse has her eyes
on a century of group 1
wins at Randwick this
Saturday.
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ence, stillin vogue with

GaiWaterhouse, wasa

major contributor to the
conjuring prowess of George
Moore at Royal Randwick.

With cotton fingers and light-
ningreflexes, Moorerode the
Randwickrise likeno other
jockey. Orsoitseemed.

“Always a great tactician Moore
alsohadthe allegiance of T.J.
[Smith], which helped,” Ron
Quinton, seven times Sydney's
premierjockey, recalled.

Quintonrode against Moore
and for Tommy Smith, who was as
dynamic on ground level with
horses as Moore was on top of
them. Despite beingbornin
Queensland, Moore is favoured to
bethe greatesthoop toridein
NSW, which celebrates 200 years
ofracing on October 15.

“T.]J.’s horses and Gai’s [Water-
house, Smith’s daughter], for that
matter, find another gear at
Randwick,” Quinton said. “Pos-
siblyit'sbecause they are trained
there. But my experience was at
the 600 metres they would start
picking up andreadyto geton
theirbike. On other horsesit was
adifferentfeel...”

Yet Moore's magic exploded on
therise: hisknack of waiting for
the split second to cutloose orto
nurse when otherswere exerting:

* AtRandwickin the autumn of

1969, he had 15winners from 29
rides. About 20 years earlier, his
firstimpactsuccess, Cordale, was
alsoatheadquartersin the 1946
Metrop for Gordon Rae before
Smith became amajor force.

“Moore always used to say,
‘Youdon't gountil therise,"”
Quinton said. “Texplained to
Hughie Bowman [apprenticed to
Quinton] it'snotso much therise
but more being 300m out. At
theirtop, horses can’t go any &
longerthan 300m.

“IrememberLester [Piggott]
came outhere onhisretirement
trip, and I gothim on Tiger Hol-
land's thing. Ihadn'tbeen awayto
Europe orIreland then. I'told Les-
terwhenhe gotto the top ofthe
rise go for yourlife. Afterhe won,
hesaid: Tmissed therise.’

“Lesterdidn'teven realiseit
was there. Afterhaving the exper-
ience overseas, the Randwickrise
isananthill compared to what
theyare havethere...”

Do jockeys have favourite cit-
cuits? “Loved Randwick,” Quin-
ton answered. “Iwon four Golden
Slippers at Rosehill butwhen
Randwickisin good condition
thereis nobetter track. Randwick
nowhas problems.

“When old George Johnston

[the grass atheadquarters was
immaculateunder himin Moore
and Smith’s era] was gettinginto
Augustyou'd be saying this
groundisn'tright. Thenall ofa
suddenitwould explode. He
kneweveryblade of grass. Old
Georgewas theboss, nobody told
him whatto do. He done hisjob
and doneitgreat. Probably too
muchinterference herenow.”
Quinton has no qualms about
top jockeys handling therise but
adheres to otheradvice from
Moore. “Youwon'tsee me on the

Talking tactics ... T. J. Smith and George Moo

Moore attribute in the present
crop, Brown has sweethands, seen
to advantage on Shocking, another
runnerriddenwide to advantage,
inthelast Melbourne Cup. In the
majors, he handles Once Were

Wild (Epsom Handicap) for Water-

house, while her other key runners
Herculean Prince (Metrop) and
More Strawberries (Flight Stakes)
have the services of Nash Rawiller.
__Regardless of the navigator, the
hoine-ground advantageis again
anticipated for Waterhouse on Sat-
urday. Nowon 99 group 1 tri-

Moore's magic exploded on the rise: his
knack of waiting for the split second to cut
loose or to nurse when others were exerting.

railswhenI'monagood thing,” he
said despite the folklore abouthis
famouswhistle, sounded to getan
inside run. For a price, of course.
“Sydney, in particular, places too
muchimportance on taking the
shortestroute,” Quinton said.
Corey Brown stressed the bene-
fit of pickinghis ground, well off
the fence, on Drumbeats at Rand-
wicklastSaturday. Looking for a

umphs, with 21 being notched on
the corresponding program, her
favourite events are the Flight
Stakes (seven), Epsom (six), and
Metrop (six).

Waterhouse hasn'thad the same
impactwith stable jockeys asher
father. Argumentsrage aboutthe
mostimportant cogwith the
Smith-Moore machine. Smith did
verywell indeed without Moore,

re, pictured here in 1956, were a dynamic trainer-jockey duo.

whose touch was hardlyrestricted
tothe Randwickrise. The only Aus-
tralianriders who could challenge
Moore's overseas record, in the
United States aswell as Europe,
were Rae “Togo” Johnstone and
Scobie Breasley.

Moore puthis early successin
Sydneydown to his Brisbane edu-
cation, afactemphasised by
other greats, particularly those
who came out of the Albion Park
(known as The Creek) period.

“In Brisbane you had to think
quick, be alert, particularly on the
sand tragk at Albion Park where
you gotyour mountout of the
barrier smartly and took every
opening,” he said.

Atfirstitcame againsthim. “In
Sydneylwasriding the same way
asIdid at The Creek, making my
run atthe half mile and, fora
while, couldn’tunderstand why
other horseswere running over
mein the straight.”

The Australian Jockey Club will
display a special exhibition about
the champ at Randwick on Sat-
urday, October 16, as part of the
200th anniversary celebrations.
AJCvice-chairman, John Cornish,
hasalso pledged an areainthe
new grandstand tobe called the
“Cotton Fingers Bar”.

New Waterhouse book makes for a fine read

Max Presnell

Like the author, Gai is bright and
bubbly with a sting in the tale.
The subtitle, In My Own Words,
describes the Gai Waterhouse
book, compiled from her blog
and edited astutely by Stephen
Howell from 400,000 words for
the Slattery Media Group.
Always a station for entertain-
ment, the Waterhouse website
gives an insight into stable life,
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racing in general and superb
social notes, reminiscent of Nola
Dekyvere, the grand dame of the
Sydney scene when Waterhouse
was ‘coming out”.

But her “in-and-around Tulloch
Lodge™ is required reading.

“Percy Sykes, this fragile and
diminutive vet, now in his 90s,
put his hand down her throat,"
Gai wrote regarding Extra Happy.
“The young vet, Rachel Salz, had
her arms outstretched behind

Bile
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himin case he fell. ‘She has a
couple of rough teeth back
there,’ said Percy as he retrieved
his worn hand covered in blood
from a sharp molar.”

'On Nash Rawiller, regarded as
one of her recent highlights,
Waterhouse explained: “What a
difference these years have
made to this excellent young
man. When he relocated from
Melbourne to Sydney, Nash was
shy and introverted and certainly
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not the man | work with today ...
we all agree he is one of the
great jockeys of Australia.”

Alan Jones hosted yesterday's
book launch and Waterhouse

.divulged: ‘John Singleton has'

been gruelling me.”

Later asked to explain, Singo
reckons he has been accused of
many things but “gruelling” was
afirst. “Gruelling” in Encartais
“extremely arduous and
exhausting".
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